Shires League Rules 2025-2026
 

Updated 4/10/2025
 
The Shires league rules are provided for members in order to give a clear framework for the running of Shires League county matches.  
 
If the team manager or person in charge is unclear about any of these rules during a Shires League match and in need of urgent clarification, this person may contact Mark Russ 07796677661.
 
 
MEMBERSHIP
1.    Participating Counties may enter teams in any or all of the age groups U13, U15, U17, U19 on payment of an annual fee, as set out below. All member counties must also be affiliated to Badminton England.
 
	Selection
	Cost
	

	One event
	£60
	U19 team only

	Two events
	£90
	U17 and U19

	Three events
	£120
	U19, U17, U15

	Four events
	£150
	U19, U17, U15, U13

	More events
	
	An extra £30 for every extra event entered.




Second teams may be entered – subject to meeting the terms of Rule 5 - for an additional fee of £30 for each second team entered.

An additional £25 penalty fee will be levied on all counties who do not pay membership fees by 30th September.

If membership fees have not been paid by 30th November, membership will be terminated on 1st December.  Counties will not be allowed to compete until they have paid the penalty fee and the membership fee for the teams they have entered in the current competition.
 
2.    Participating Counties shall remain members of the Shires League until: such date, notified to the League Secretary, on which they wish to leave (ideally the end of a season);they fail to pay the annual fee by the date set (barring extra-ordinary circumstances notified to the League Secretary).
 
3.    Junior County Associations that wish to become members, should apply by email to the league secretary by May 31st in any year.  
    
4.    Shires League members, League Secretary and Management Committee shall abide by the rules and conditions set out in the constitution of Badminton England. 
 
5.    SECOND TEAMS –Conditions for counties entering Second Teams and additional teams
 
· Counties entering a Second Team must nominate at least four boys and four girls who are solely First Team players (in that age group). These players must be the most able players the county can muster, irrespective of age, even if these players are usually unable to play due to other commitments (e.g. England selection) or short term to medium term injury. A First Team nominated player is NOT allowed under any circumstances to play in the Second Team for that age group for that season. Should a First Team player take part in a Second Team match for which, he/she is not eligible, all games the player is associated with will be annulled.
(For clarification: if an U15 player is ranked 3 at U19, ranked 2 at U17 and ranked 1 at U15, this player would need to be nominated for U15 First Team, U17 First Team and U19 First Team. If an U17 player is ranked 4 at U17 and ranked 7 at U19, the player should be nominated for the U17 First Team, but is able to represent the U19 First Team or U19 Second Team.)
· Nominations for the First Team should be made by 30th September of the current season or earlier if either team is involved in a match. Under special circumstances, an extension of this date may be requested by writing to the League Secretary. In all circumstances, nominations must be submitted before either the First Team or Second Team is involved in a match.
· The four nominated First Team players are usually selected on their ability in singles, at the time that the nomination is submitted. However, as a Shires League match involves 60% doubles and mixed games, the nominated First Team players may be selected for nomination according to their doubles or mixed ability. However, in such cases sufficient ranking evidence should be recorded, maintained and revised, in the event that the First Team nominations are challenged (see Shires League Ranking Policy, Rules 22 and 23.)
· The SL website will be used to give a list of players who are solely used for the First Team.
· If the nominated players are not available for a First Team match, the county should use the most able players available from the Second Team to cover the selection. The names of such players will be recorded on the Shires League website as Second Team players representing the First Team on <insert date of selection>.
· Should it be necessary, Second Team players are allowed to play one or two matches for the First Team. If they play a third time for the First Team, from that date on they become solely a First Team player (in that age group) and are subsequently bound by the rules for First Team players from that date onwards.
· If the Second Team is scheduled to play the First Team, the match must be the first match of the season. The match will be deemed a home match for the First Team and an away match for the Second Team.
· Counties entering a third team or Satellite team must nominate 4 players that are solely 2nd team / Satellite players, although they can play for the first team for up to three occasions, when they will be made 1st team players and removed from the second / Satellite team list. There must always be at least 4 boys and 4 girls listed in the nominations.
 
6.    Participating Counties must agree to further an atmosphere of good sportsmanship. Team Managers (See Rules 17 & 33) are responsible for ensuring this among their players and must not allow excited supporters to influence or distract players on court. 
 
 
7.    AGE GROUP REGULATIONS and MEMBERSHIP


	Name of league
	Birth year

	SL U12>13
	2014 or later

	SL U14>15
	2012 or later

	SL U16>17
	2010 or later

	SL U18>19
	2008 or later




Children shall be eligible to play for a team if they are under the stipulated age before the
1st January within the current season.

All players must register with Badminton England ensuring that their membership is valid for the current season. Players may be registered by the county or they may register individually.
 
A non-registered player may be used in a Shires League match, but their result will NOT count until they have been registered and their membership validated. This may be done after their match or before. However, registration must take place before cut-off date for the Shires League finals for their result to possibly impact on the counties league position for selecting teams for the final or by the end of the season for matches not involved in the Shires League Final.
 
Results should be entered within 2 weeks of playing the match and any issues regarding membership sorted in that time. 
 
Players must be registered to Badminton England before the Play-Off, during the Play-Off or within 24 hours of the Play-Off taking place for the result to count in a Play-Off match.
 
Players must be registered to Badminton England before the finals take place or during the finals for the result to count for a player taking part in the finals.
 
FIXTURES
8.    PREAMBLE - The League Secretary will email all counties following the conclusion of the age group Finals to find out which age groups each county wants to enter for the following season and if First and Second teams are required. The League Secretary will endeavour to select six local counties for each team to play against at each age group.
 
“Preferences” (see below) will be used to help to determine these six fixtures but the fixtures you get will most probably not be the six nearest counties to you geographically. Seeded counties will not be set to play one another, unless both seeded counties have given their consent.
 
Counties will be asked to indicate their “Preferences” by selecting the teams they would be most willing to play against in away fixtures; ranking the counties from those they would be most willing to play away to those they would least willing to play away. All counties should list 8 teams, as it is very difficult to schedule everyone to play their nearest six counties. Failure to provide 8 teams may result in a team being scheduled to play an away fixture even further from home than any one of their own choices.
 
If any team listed on your preferences sheet is not reciprocated on their list, then, in the event of this fixture being chosen, it will be set initially as any away fixture. However, the opposition team may at their discretion opt to play such a match at another venue, midway between the two counties or volunteer to travel to your county and hence play away.
 
Seeded counties are exempt from selecting another seeded county if they wish. However, it will mean that the overall travelling to away matches will be greater.
 
MAIN - Fixtures are prepared and set out by the League Secretary. In some cases the League Secretary may decide whether the fixture is home or away in the first instance. Arrangements of date, venue, time, and incidentals shall be made between respective counties at their convenience, within the stipulations below.  

Matches may be played on Saturdays or Sundays or at the discretion of the counties concerned. Where possible ALL fixtures should be made by 30th September of the current season and become binding on 1st October of the current season. However, early fixtures - dates between 1st September and 16th October - become binding from 16th July onwards. Hence fixtures made after 16th July for matches that take place between 1st September and 16th October, are immediately binding as soon as agreed. 
 
For each age group a last date for fixtures to count towards league position will be notified.
 
Fixtures Secretaries should attempt to send a list of their fixtures to the League Secretary by 30th September. The fixtures should include the venue and the start time. The League Secretary will confirm all fixtures as soon as possible after 30th September and ask these to be checked by every county for errors or omissions. In the event that a county does not provide a correct venue or a start time for a home match, the home county will be held responsible for any subsequent failure of players etc to turn up at the correct venue or start time required.
 
Any changes to fixture dates, venues or start times should be put in writing to the League Secretary as soon as possible. He will confirm the changes to both home and away team managers and make the necessary changes on BE Tournament Software. 
 
9.    Counties are asked to make every effort to arrange 3 Home and 3 Away fixtures, and to
balance travelling fairly when possible; e.g. not choosing to go Away to their 3 nearest
neighbours. It is acknowledged that this is sometimes difficult to achieve, particularly for less central counties, and requires the flexibility and goodwill of all counties in assisting one another 
toward this aim. Some counties begin by swapping venues with counties played the previous year but this is not compulsory. Minimising travel for others by choosing venues near the relevant county border does help the opposition. 
 
“One-Day-Events” may be used for any fixture. However, they are particularly useful for fixtures that take place at a neutral venue between the counties involved in the fixtures. For each age group, the first of such fixtures is deemed as a home fixture, the second away, the third home etc.
 
Should a conflict of interest arise, whereby two counties cannot agree (refuse to accommodate one or other’s preference), the League Secretary shall consider the case made by each side and make the decision, two weeks before fixtures are due to become binding or asap.
 
10.  The home county is responsible for contacting the visiting county to confirm the match, the venue including postcode and directions, the time, and the format (i.e. the number of players each side will field) at least two weeks ahead of the match date. Directions to venues / addresses / postcodes should all be available from the website and checked by the home team for accuracy.
 
11. Each County Association is responsible for making sure that their players and supporters follow the rules of the League and any local rules that may be in force at the venue, in particular those relating to the wearing of outdoor shoes and the consumption of food and drink in the sports hall.
 
12. CONCEDING A MATCH - In the event of a team conceding a match the opposition will be awarded 20 rubbers. Any matches cancelled as a result of “no-blame cancellation” 
(see Rule 15) will not be counted as a match played.
 
13. POSTPONING A MATCH - Matches once arranged (meaning full details are on the Shires 
League Website Fixture List) should not be postponed or re-arranged, UNLESS all avenues have been explored AND both Team Managers are fully in agreement that a postponement or cancellation is the only option. 
 
14. CANCELLATION OF MATCH - In the event of a match being cancelled, the Management 
Committee shall, if relevant, consider the ICC cancellation rules.
 
When a match is cancelled, a telephone call must be made to confirm the cancellation, followed by an email to confirm the discussion. A copy of the email should also be sent to the League Secretary.
 
Counties shall make right any financial costs incurred due to the late cancellation of a match, where cancellation could reasonably have been made in time to avoid charges. In cases of where the late cancellation could not have reasonably been foreseen, the two counties split any financial costs incurred, e.g. adverse weather conditions. However, local circumstances may dictate different rules, which fixtures secretaries should be made aware at the time of making and agreeing the fixture.
 
15. CANCELLATION OF MATCH (NO BLAME) - In the event of a cancellation where the League Secretary believes that neither side was to blame for the cancellation of the match, and that no alternative date/venue was practical, the League Secretary shall check whether there are two or more common fixtures between the two counties. (Common fixtures are where both teams have played the same opposition.) If this were the case then the mean average number of rubbers attained from these fixtures by each team will be calculated when all possible common fixtures are completed.
 
However, if fewer than 2 common fixtures can be identified then the mean average number of rubbers attained by each team will be calculated when all possible scoring fixtures are completed, which will include common and not-common fixtures. 
 
The team with the highest mean average will be the winner. The difference between the rubbers awarded will be equal to the difference in the mean averages. However, such results will not be used to adjust the scores in other cancelled matches.
 
16. A county that defaults on three or more fixtures at one age group may be required to 
submit, to the Shires League Secretary, a written explanation of the circumstances of each 
default.  Multiple occasions of defaulting may adversely affect the counties entry in subsequent years.
 
 
THE MATCH
17. Each team shall have in charge a responsible adult, called the Team Manager. The Team Manager may nominate up to two persons to give advice to his/her team during the game intervals; i.e. the Team Manager and another person, or up to two persons other than Team Manager may be nominated). The nominations must be made to opposing team manager at the start of the match between the counties. The Team Manager is responsible for deciding which advisor gives advice to each member of his/her team. It is recommended that any advice given takes place on court; i.e. players are not to be removed from the playing area.
 
18. The contest between two counties shall be called `the Match'.  A complete match shall 
consist of 20 rubbers.  Each match will have 4 Open singles; 4 Female singles; 4 Open doubles (each county will name 2 pairs and they will play both opposing pairs); 4 Female doubles (each county will name 2 pairs and they will play both opposing pairs); and 4 Mixed doubles.
This requires competition to be categorised as:
· Female events – for players assigned female at birth
· Open events – all individuals will be eligible to compete in the open category. Within doubles, partners must be of the same birth sex.
· Mixed events - 1 male and 1 female (assigned at birth genders)
A player can only be entered in 1 Singles category, in 1 Doubles category and a player can only play in 1 Mixed event pair.

PLEASE NOTE:
· A player cannot play Open singles and Female singles in the same tie
· A player cannot play Open doubles and Female doubles in the same tie
· A player can play Open Singles and Female doubles if they are assigned female at birth
· A player can play Female Singles and Open doubles if they are assigned female at birth
· If you are assigned male at birth you can only play in the Open categories or be the male player in a mixed pair
· ONCE A PLAYER COMPETES IN AN OPEN EVENT THEY CAN ONLY PLAY OPEN EVENTS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THAT SEASON
Each rubber shall be played to the best of three sets.  In exceptional circumstances e.g. not enough time to complete all matches to 3 sets to 21 if both team managers agree the number of sets can be reduced to 1 and or the score can be reduced to first to 15. (See rule 30).
 
19. For U15, U17 and U19 age groups, all games shall be played using Rally Points to 21. At 20 - 20 the next point will determine the winner, THERE IS NO SETTING.  For the U13 
age group matches will played to 15 points, at 14 – 14 next point will determine the winner, 
THERE IS NO SETTING.
 
20. At least 4 boys and 4 girls are required to play a complete match. However, larger teams may be played by arrangement, adding extra rubbers where desired. In this case only the top 4 rubbers in each event will count towards the league results.
 
21. The 4 singles players do not necessarily have to play the doubles. A fifth player (or indeed any number) may be introduced with due regard to rule 22.
 
22. TEAM RANKING - Each team should be ranked on singles ability and should play their singles matches according to this ranking. In a similar way, the mixed pairs should be seeded 1 to 4, according to their ability in this discipline. Whilst a cross over doubles applies, please rank your level doubles pairs 1 and 2. 
 
The arrangement of the doubles partnerships need have no bearing on singles ability but a doubles pair will usually play both rubbers, (excepting injury as specified below). It is not allowed that A & B play one rubber while A & C play the other.
 
In the event of injury to a player in the first round of the level doubles, sufficient that the rubber is conceded, a fifth player may be substituted to allow the second round of level doubles to take place. Therefore, if A&B and C&D play the first level doubles and A becomes injured in the first game, and the rubber is conceded, the injured player may be substituted by player E; a player who has not been involved in either of the first round of the level doubles matches.
 
To clarify: If in the first round of the doubles, A partners B and C partners D, it is NOT permissible in the second round of the doubles for A to partner C or D and furthermore for B to partner C or D etc.
 
23. RANKING DISPUTES - It is the responsibility of the Team Manager to rank his/her team. The ranking lists and player grades published on BE website should not be taken as the sole criteria for ranking players. A team manager should also use his/her knowledge of the players and the use of results of local tournaments, such as county open tournaments, in making a decision on the ranking. It is recommended that the BE website is used to record the results of all tournaments. Only results which have been published on the BE website may be cited in support of/or against a claimed ranking.
 
In the event of a ranking dispute or First Team nomination dispute, an independent referee will review the evidence from both sides. The decision of the referee is final.  It is the aim the League Secretary to report back within 21 days of the matter being raised.
 
It is recommended that Team Managers discuss any queries regarding ranking at the start of the match, but each team manager has the final say on their team selection, so that the match may continue. 
 
Details of any unresolved query may be forwarded, by the management of either team, to the League Secretary, post-match, provided that the opposing Team Manager has queried the ranking during the match, as outlined in the above paragraph and at least one or more of the following criteria are met:
 
· Any Head to head results in open, restricted or local tournaments show consistent form to demonstrate that the ranking the county has played is not accurate. 
· A players’ BE grading is higher but the county ranks the player lower and there is no Head to Head evidence to show the ranking was correct.
· A team changes players’ rankings according to which county they are playing against.
· An official appeal must be made within 7 days of the match or a First Team nomination query by 1st January of the season concerned.
 
A ranking query will only proceed if in the first instance the League Secretary deems the complaint is justifiable and evidence is provided to substantiate the claim.
 
· A ranking query will NOT proceed if players are graded the same, unless there is other compelling evidence. BE rankings do NOT count as compelling evidence. Head to head matches (see below) will count as compelling evidence (best of 3 games preferably). Selection for ICT, Shires League Finals and other team competitions may also be taken into consideration.
 
If the Team Manager cannot produce the evidence to show that the ranking is justified, then the case against them is proved. When the case is proved, this will mean that match results will be annulled. (E.g. In the case of players 1 and 2 wrongly switched, player 2 will have the match result annulled. A First Team nominated player is NOT allowed under any circumstances to play in the Second Team for that age group for that season. Should a First Team player take part in a Second Team match for which, he/she is not eligible, all games the player is associated with will be annulled.)
 
Team managers may wish to schedule ranking events and record the results of head to head matches as additional evidence. Players should be aware, well in advance that ranking is the purpose of such head-to-head matches.
 
Seeding for Shires League Matches should remain constant until such a time that there is evidence that it has changed.
 
It must be recognised that seeding and ranking is not an exact science and when the evidence provided is not overwhelming, that the team manager is given the benefit of the doubt.
 
24. Singles players and mixed pairs shall play one rubber against their opposite number. Level doubles pairs will normally play one rubber against their opposite number and then a cross over. (See rule 22 in the event of injury.)
 
25. In the case of the crossover doubles it may be necessary for one pair to play two 
consecutive rubbers. In the interest of fairness it is suggested that the home team sends one pair back on while the visitors send the other gender back on. In such cases due consideration must be given to the players and the severity of the preceding match. If necessary, players may claim a rest time of ten minutes before playing the cross over.
 
26. Play shall be continuous during the games of a match. However, between the 1st and 
2nd games and 2nd and 3rd games a break of up to 2 minutes is allowed.
 
During the break, advice by one of the nominated persons (see Rule 17) is permitted.
 
Players MAY receive technical advice during the game, from the back of court, but the advice MUST NOT prevent play being continuous. Players must not be advised, by any means, regarding line calls. In the absence of an umpire the team managers shall adjudicate on any disagreements. 
 
Please note that this is not to be confused with exuberant exhortations of support of their own team or team players, which should be encouraged to the point that the noise level is detrimental to the standard of play.
 
27. Normally the match will start with the Mixed, followed by the Singles and finish with the 
Level Doubles.
 
28. A match will be decided on the count of rubbers won. The winners shall score 2 points 
towards their league placing. In the event of a tie the teams shall score one point each.
 
29. LATE ARRIVALS - If the late arrival of players is holding up the start of a match then the 
Team Managers should begin the match as normal with the players that are there, even if it 
means that some events are played out of order. It is advisable that the Team Managers record the times that the late players arrive and the reasons for their late arrival. The home team is responsible for letting the League Secretary know the start time of the match. If this information is not shown correctly on the Shires League website, then the home team will be held responsible for any consequent misunderstandings regarding arrival time of players and parents, etc.
 
30. SHORT OF TIME - If both team managers agree that a match clearly will not be completed under normal rules, due to a lack of time, and it is not possible to extend the booking, they should agree, in good time, to play the final rubber, or number of rubbers, one game to 21 or 15 points.
 
31. UNCOMPLETED MATCH - If a match is not completed, then a report must be sent to the 
League Secretary, who will in turn, discuss the issue with an independent referee and 
make a judgement. The judgement will be based on the court time booked, the prompt arrival of players, organisational procedures in running the match, unforeseen circumstances, etc.
 
The judgement of the League Secretary and the referee will be final.
 
32. SUBSTITUTE PLAYER – Should illness or injury occur during a match, sufficient to cause a player to retire, that player’s remaining rubbers may be played using a substitute player – provided that the opposing team manager is informed before the start of a subsequent rubber, that Rule 23 is not contravened and that such a substitute is a player not already in the team.
 
33. DISPUTES - Disputes during a match are the responsibility of the two Team Managers. All queries must go through them. Any dispute that cannot be resolved on the day, or any complaint, should be forwarded to the League Secretary by email not later than one week following the event. The decision of the League Secretary in conjunction with an independent referee shall be final. Rule 40 should also be considered.
 
34. REFRESHMENTS – there is no requirement for refreshments to be provided by the home
team.
 


THE LEAGUE
35. The League winners shall be the team that scores the highest number of points (see Rule 28). In the event of a tie the following statistics shall be applied, in the order shown, until a winner is determined.
· The team with the highest number of rubbers won. In each match a team can win up to 20 rubbers.
· The team with the highest games difference overall; season’s total games won less total games lost.  In each match you could win or lose up to 40 games. Winning a game in two sets would therefore be deemed better than winning in three sets.
· The team with the highest number of games won.
· The team with the highest points difference. You calculate the total points for and subtract the total points against.
 
36. Scores should be entered online on the Badminton England website within two weeks of the match by either the home or away team. A free mobile phone app is also available for entering scores online as the match proceeds. Shires League score sheets may be used for your own records but there is no need to forward such a sheet to the League Secretary, unless there is a dispute regarding the recording of the matches scores. If this cannot be agreed between the team managers by mutual agreement, then the League Secretary will make a judgement. 
 
37. The home team is responsible for the booking of a venue suitable to hold the match. Where possible, a minimum of 10 court hours should be booked for each 4x4 Shires League match. If 2 
courts are booked, ideally 5 hours per court. If 3 courts are used, minimum 4 hours per court. If 4 courts are used, ideally book 4 courts for 2 hours followed by 2 courts for 2 hours; minimum 4 courts for 3 hours. If two SL matches take place at the same venue on the same day then 4 courts for 5 hours would be satisfactory. 
 
During the match the home county should be alert to a possible overrun developing and attempt to make provision if this might prevent the normal conclusion of the match; e.g. prevail on sports centre staff for solution. See Rule 30. 
 
THE SHIRES LEAGUE FINAL
38. On completion of relevant league games, eight teams will be invited to play in the Shires League Finals. At U15, U17 and U19, the first four teams to be invited will be the teams that achieve the top four positions in the league; they gain automatic entry. The remaining four places will be decided by Play-Off. At the U13 age group the top 8 teams in the league will gain automatic entry. There is not a Play-Off at the U13 age group.
 
Teams that reach positions 5th to 12th will take part in a Play-Off match on a designated date that is set at the start of the season. Positions 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th will have the home advantage.  (To avoid matches being conceded by counties having to travel excessive distances, the chosen Home venue or the chosen neutral venue must be within 2.30 hours of the opponents usual match venue.  If necessary the League referee will determine if a chosen venue is suitable for the travelling County)   

5th will play 12th, 6th will play 11th, 7th will play 10th and 8th will play 9th. If a Play-Off is conceded (perhaps can’t raise a team for the designated day or too far to travel), the other team wins automatic invitation to the final. The home team is responsible for booking a suitable venue and providing shuttles. The opposition is responsible for travel and accommodation costs for their team.
 
The result of a play-off match will be decided using the following rules in the order shown:
· The County that wins the most rubbers (20 rubber matches).
· The County that wins the most games (Up to 40 games per match per team).
· The County that scores the most points.
· The County that wins the majority of the games from 1stBS, 1stGS, 1stBD, 1stGD, 1stMD.
 
 
39. The cost of the finals will be shared between the participating teams. Costs will include 
shuttles, medals, expenses and hire of hall, etc. 
 
DISPUTES AND GRIEVANCES
40. Should a county be unhappy about the lack of turnout of opponent’s players, the failure of the home team to provide adequate match/playing facilities, the conduct of opposing team members or supporters, etc. the League Secretary should be informed in writing and following 
consultation with an independent referee a suitable course of action will be decided upon.
 
41. CONDUCT –Where there is concern about the lack of sportsmanship of any member(s) of a team or their supporters – a bad single instance or general background – the matter should be 
brought to the attention of the team manager concerned. Should this not rectify the situation, a formal complaint should be made to the League Secretary as soon as possible. 
 
The League Secretary will follow this up by making direct contact with the Committee of the Junior County Association responsible for that team, asking that they carry out their own internal review of the situation and report back (to the League Secretary.)
 
In prolonged and extreme cases, the League Secretary in collaboration with an independent referee may consider expelling the offending county from the Shires League.



Note – the Shires League is a competition aimed at giving young badminton players the opportunity to have a great experience playing team badminton.  Whenever a matter is being looked at the overriding principle will be what decision is in the best interest of the young player(s).  The above rules are provided to make the matches as fun and stress free as possible for the young players.

